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IN THE CLAIMS 

The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A vehicle body structure comprising: 

a pair of side members extending in a longitudinal direction of a vehicle; and 
a floor panel forming an accommodation concavity disposed between said pair of side 
members, 

said side members and said floor panel being joined togethe r at n e arly v e rtica l surfaces, 
wherein said side members each are U-shaped, with an opening of the U-shape 

facing upward, and having a substantially vertical first side surface portion. 

wherein said floor panel has substantially vertical second side portions, and 

wherein each of said substantially vertical first side surface portion is positioned adlacent 

to and joined to one of said substantially vertical second side portions . 

2. (Currently Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim 1 , wherein 
each of said s i do mcmb o r3 has a nearly v e rtical first sid e surfao o port i on, 

said floor panel has a first bottom surface portion serving as a bottom surface of said 

accommodation concavity, and said s econd side surface portions e r e ct e d in a n e ar l ve xtend in a 
substantially vertical direction from said first bottom surface portion and placed adjacent to sa i d 
first s i d e surfaco portiono, and 

each of said f i rst side surfaco portions and e ach of said oocond o i do surfaco port i ons aro 

joined togothor . 

3. (Currently Amended) TheA vehicle body structure accord i ng to cla i m 1 . comprising: 

a pair of side members extending in a longitudinal direction of a vehicle: and 
a floor panel forming an accommodation concavity disposed between said pair of side 
members. 

wherein said side members and said floor panel are joined together at substantially 
vertical surfaces. 

wherein each of said side members has a neariy substantiallv vertical first side surface 
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portion, and 

wherein said floor panel is composed of: 

a first floor panel having a first bottom surface portion serving as a bottom surface of 
said accommodation concavity, and second side surface portions e r e ct e d in a nearl v extendina 
in a substantially vertical direction from said first bottom surface portion and placed adjacent to 
said first side surface portions, and 

second floor panels each having a second bottom surface portion placed above said 
side member, and a third side surface portion er e cted i n q noarl y extendina in a substantially 
vertical direction from said second bottom surface portion and placed adjacent to and outwardly 
of said first side surface portion in a vehicle width direction, and 

wherein said first side surface portion, said second side surface portion, and said third 
side surface portion are joined together. 

4. (Original) The vehicle body structure according to claim 3, wherein said first floor panel and 
said second floor panels are independent of each other. 

5. (Currently Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim 3, wherein a flange 
portion extending toward an interior of the vehicle is formed at a-fren tan upper end of said third 
side surface portion, and a-4fpf rtan upper end of said first side surface portion and cHrentan 
upper end of said second side surface portion are disposed below said flange portion. 

6. (Currently Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim 3, wherein a flange 
portion extending toward an exterior of the vehicle is formed at a^mn tan upper end of said 
second side surface portion, and eefrent an upper end of said first side surface portion and a 
fren ten upper end of said third side surface portion are disposed below said flange portion. 

7. (Currently Amended) The vehicle body structure according to claim 5 or 6, wherein a sealing 
member is mounted between said flange portion and the fror rtupper end of said first side 
surface portion and the frenkipper end of said second side surface portion, or between said 
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flange portion and the fron tupper end of said first side surface portion and the fren iupper end of 
said third side surface portion. 

8. (Original The vehicle body structure according to any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein a folding 
vehicle seat is accommodated in said accommodation concavity. 
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